
 
ONS MRI Safety Policy 
EFFECTIVE: January 1, 2017 

PURPOSE: To establish and maintain safe practice at all times at our MRI facility.  

SCREENING: 

1. Each individual must fill out a screening form prior to entering the MRI examination room. 
This document is reviewed by the technologist and permanently kept on file.  

2. Patients, employees or visitors with the following devices are prohibited from entering the 
MRI examination room: pacemakers, defibrillators, aneurysm clips and certain ear and eye 
implants. 

3. Those individuals with other implanted devices must be able to provide specific details 
regarding the type of implant, manufacturer and date of implantation. These devices are 
then cross-referenced for MRI safety utilizing the manufacturer’s specification or other 
approved reference guidelines.  

4. Should an individual indicate a history of metal work, welding, grinding or prior eye injury, 
radiographs of the orbits are performed to exclude the presence of a retained foreign body 
prior to allowing the individual access to the examination room.  

 

RF CONSIDERATIONS: 

1. A variety of hearing protection is available including ear plugs for both adult and pediatric 
patients and headphones with music. We offer this protection to each patient regardless of 
the type of examination they are having performed.  

2. RF burns are avoided by utilizing proper patient and coil positioning and thoroughly 
inspecting the coils and their cables as well as our MRI safe physiological monitor equipment 
to ensure integrity prior to each examination. The equipment described above is inspected 
to ensure that the wires or cables are not crossed, looped or knotted, to avoid conductive 
loops and RF burns associated with them. The patient is positioned appropriately to ensure 
that the extremities are not crossed.  

3. Proper padding is placed between the patient and the coil as well as between the patient 
and the scanner to avoid RF burns.  

4. The fan in the bore is kept on and the Specific Absorption Rate (SAR) is closely monitored 
while the examination is being performed to keep patient heating to a minimum.  

 



MONITORING: 

1. Continuous monitoring of the patient during the examination is achieved by way of the 
examination room window. Patients are also communicated with during the examinations 
via intercom. The alarm ball is always offered to the patient should the patient need 
assistance during the examination.   

2. When performing cardiovascular examinations that require exercise and/or pharmacological 
intervention, a detailed description of the graded or infusion protocols is kept on file in 
addition to patient monitoring practices (heart rate, blood pressure and EKG) and post 
stress monitoring. These protocols are included with our imaging protocols for the 
associated examinations. 

 

COMPLIANCE: 

1. Compliance with the all state and local laws and guidelines as well as the Standards for 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration is observed.   

All of our policies are reviewed and updated annually by the members of our Quality Improvement (QI) 
team. 

 

 


