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POLICY 
It is the policy of the MRI department to employ Greenwich Hospital’s practice of ‘R.A.C.E.’ 
while incorporating MRI safety procedures. In addition, emergency drills will be performed in 
the MRI department on an annual basis. We have included the Greenwich Fire Department in our 
education in terms of fire in the magnetic field. 
 
 
 
PROCEDURE 
Rescue, Alarm, Contain when possible, and Evacuate. This should be done while monitoring 
any equipment or firefighters attempting to enter the magnetic field. 
 

DURING STAFFED HOURS 
 

1) The MRI Technologist will coordinate the activities in the MRI Suite when 
emergency situations arise. The first order of business is to get the patient and staff 
to safety. The MRI Technologist is responsible to personally evacuate the MRI area 
when personal safety is threatened. 

 
2) Once the patient and personnel are safe, the most important order of business will be to 

send an alarm. The fire alarms can be found mounted on the wall outside each scan room. 
When there is more than one team member available we expect the rescue and the alarm 
procedures to be done simultaneously. 
 

3) In the absence of imminent danger, the technologist will monitor and control access to 
the scan room.  
 

4) While attempting to contain the fire, the technologist may find the fire extinguishers to be 
their best tool. They can be found in the MRI control area. These extinguishers are 
clearly marked ‘MRI safe’ up to and including 3T field strength. To operate the hand held 
extinguisher, remove it from the quick release bracket, hold it upright by the hand grip 
(either hand) with the spray nozzle toward the base of the fire source and squeeze the 
lever with the palm of the hand. 
 

5) Upon arrival of the fire department, the MRI staff will screen and access the firefighters 
and their equipment and then allow the professionals to do their job.  
 
 
Larger fires should be extinguished from a distance using a hose line. Fire suppression 
crews should take into account that an electrical hazard and magnetic hazard exist while 
attacking the fire and suppression tactics should be adjusted accordingly. Safety officers 
should stress that all tactics be performed at a safe distance from the MRI unit  



Each fire situation will be different and MRI personnel must be charged with every 
decision that pertains to granting or denying entry into Zone 3 or Zone 4 of the MRI 
Suite. 
 

AFTER HOURS 
 
The security department is educated in the procedure required for an after-hours fire 
emergency. Security will become ferromagnetically naked before entering the room. 
 
1) An evaluation, and if prudent, an attempt to extinguish the fore will be made by the 

security office with the MRI department non-ferrous fire extinguisher. 
2) If the fire continues or the security officer needs to include the fire department, we 

will quench the magnet and wait for the fire department. The quench button (magnet 
run down) is located on the left hand side wall in each of the MRI scan rooms at the 
hospital. At 2015 W Main St. our quench button is located in Zone 3, to the left of the 
console on the wall. The buttons are covered with a clear plastic flip lid.  

 
 
RESPONSIBILITY  
1) MRI Technologist 
2) MRI Manager 
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