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I. PURPOSE 

To provide the patients and personnel in MRI with a plan and route for 
evacuation in the case ofa magnet quench (sudden loss of helium). 

II. PROCEDURE 

In the event of a quench, the patient is always the first concern. The first 
step to be taken will always be to protect the patient. 

1. Do not panic. 

2. Turn on the scan room exhaust fan. 

3. Prop open the door to the scan room. 

If helium is venting into the room, the scan door may not open. 
Make sure the exhaust fan is on. 
Try opening the door several times. 
If the door cannot open, break the window to the scan room to relieve 
pressure. 
Enter the scan room thorough the door. The pressure has been released 
now by breaking the window. 

4. Undock the table and remove the patient from the scan room as 
quickly and carefully as possible. Reassure the patient of his/her 
safety while transporting them. 

5. Evacuate all personnel from the MR area until the air is restored to 
normal 



6. Notify Siemens of the Quench 
 

7. Notify MRI Chief Technologist and Radiologists. 

8. When the helium quench is complete, the MR Technologist will 
return to the MR Scanner to inspect the unit and read and record the 
helium level awaiting Siemens Service Engineer's arrival. 

9. Upon arrival of the Engineer, the MR Technologist will give 
him/her detailed information of the quench and keep in constant 
communication with the Engineer to determine the extent of 
potential damage and anticipated downtime. 

10. Notifr immediate supervisor of anticipated downtime. 

11. Write up an incident report to be given to Chief Technologist and 
Department Administrator. 

12. Reschedule patients accordingly. 
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