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POLICY 

As a policy of Greenwich Hospital, medical attention shall not be administered in the MRI scan 

room. This area of the MRI department is identified by the ACR and Greenwich Hospital as 

‘Zone 4’. The patient must be taken to an area outside of the magnetic field for medical attention. 

 

 

PURPOSE 

To define a safe and appropriate procedure for medical emergencies in the MRI department. 

 

 

PROCEDURE 

When the MRI staff becomes aware that there is a medical emergency in the MRI scan room, the 

technologist will immediately remove the patient form the magnetic field while companion staff 

will alert the appropriate emergency team to meet the patient in Zone 3 of the MRI department. 

During the emergency event, the MRI technologist will supervise admission to the MRI suite. 

The MRI technologist will decide who is granted entry. 

 

Safety is paramount in an emergency situation. During an emergency in their scan room, the first 

reaction of the MRI Technologist is to remove the patient from the magnetic field. At the 

hospital or on any scanner that has an undocking feature, the technologist is to undock the scan 

table and remove the patient and table from the scan room. The table should be pulled into ‘Zone 

3’. 

 

At the Greenwich Hospital Diagnostic Imaging Center or any scanner that does not have a table 

with the ability to undock the technologist is to slide the patient out of the scanner and onto the 

MRI safe gurney. 

The gurney is then pulled out to ‘Zone 3’. During this time, additional personnel will call for 

medical assistance. 

 

Upon arrival of medical staff, the MRI staff is to deliver their report, provide a crash cart, and 

any other assistance needed.   

It is imperative that the technologists stand watch over the entrance to the scan room during 

every crisis. Screening remains vital for every person and object attempting entry into the 

magnetic field. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY 

1) MRI Technologist  

2) MRI Manager 

 

REFERENCES  

ACR Guidance Department for Safe MR Practices 2013 



 

RELATED POLICIES: 

INFECTION CONTROL 

ENVIORNMENTAL SERVICES 

MEDICAL EMERGENCY IN MRI SCAN ROOM  
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